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In the Claims: 

Please amend the claims as set forth below without prejudice to Applicants filing one or more 
continuation applications with respect to the originally presented claims. 

Claims 1 -1 3 (Previously Cancelled) 

14. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for collection of at least one soft tissue sample from 
a surgical patient, said apparatus comprising: 

a rotatable elongated piercing element, said piercing element having a sharpened distal 
end and a port proximal thereto for receiving a tissue mass; and 

an elongated cutter at least partially disposed within said piercing element, said 
elongated cutter being rotatable relative to the piercing element and said elongated cutter 
having a distal cutting end translatable distallv and proximallv relative to the port of the 
piercing element for harvesting a tissue mass received within said port of said piercing 
element; and 

a device for automatically rotating the piercing element after severing of a sample with 
said elongated cutter, wherein rotation of the piercing element is effected bv rotation of 
the elongated cutter. 

whoroin paid e longatod cutter iG adapted to translat e and rotat e within said elongatod 
piercing elem e nt, a nd whoroin - rotation of oaid elongat e d pi o rcing element is op e rativoly 
asaooiatod with rotation of caid cuttor. 

15. (Cancelled) 

16. (Previously presented) The apparatus of Claim 14, wherein multiple samples can be 
obtained about a longitudinal axis of said piercing element without manually rotating said 
piercing element. 

17. (Cancelled) 
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18. (Currently amended) The apparatus of Claim 14 oompricing a d e vico for automatically 
rotating said pioroing olomcnt aft or revering a oamplo wherein said device for automatically 
rotating the piercin g element provides rotation of the piercing element after severing of a tissue 
sample and prior t o retraction of said elongated cutter proximal of said port . 

19. (Currently amended) The apparatus of Claim 14 wherein automatic rotation of the piercing 
element is effected by rotation of the elongated cutter when the distal cutting end of the 
elongated cutter is ad v anced distally of the port 1 8 whoroin oaid devic e for antomnrinnlTy 
rotating said pioroing olomont is at least partially di s posed on caid outtor . 

20. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of Claim 14 wherein rotation of the elongated cutter is 
mechanically couple d to rotation of the piercing element when the elongated cutter is disposed 
in at leas t one position with respect to the port of the piercing element, and wherein rotation of 
the elongated cutter i s mechanically decoupled from rotation of the piercing element when the 
elongated cutter is is d isposed in at least one different position with respect to the port 1 8 rurthor 
compri s ing a control unit for activating said dovio e for automatically rotating oaid pioroing 

vmrj fOttff 

21. (Currently Amended) A method foT rotating a biopsy probe about a longitudinal axis 
thereof comprising the steps of: 

providing a biopsy probe comprising an elongated piercing element having a 
sharpened distal end and a port proximal thereto, and an elongated tubular cutter 
disposed coaxially and slidably within a lumen of said piercing element; and 

automati cally rotating the piercing element after severing of a sample with said 
elongated cutter, wherein rotation of the piercing element is effected by rotation of 
the elongat ed cutter rotating s aid pioroing clem e nt in association with rotation of 
said cutter . 

22. (Previously presented) The method of Claim 21 comprising the step of rotating said 
piercing element a predetermined number of degrees in association with motion of said cutter. 
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23. (Presently amended) The method of Claim 21 comprising rotating said cutter a 
predetermined number of degrees to effect aff e ct rotation of said piercing element. 

24. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 21_comprising the steps of: 

covering said port of said piercing element by advancing said cutter to a first distal 
position; 

inserting said piercing element within a patient; 

exposing said port of said piercing element by withdrawing said cutter to a first 
proximal position; 

drawing tissue into said port of said piercing element; 
advancing said cutter distally to sever tissue; 

rotating said cutter a predetermined number of degrees after severing tissue to affect 
rotation of said piercing element. 

25. (New) The method of Claim 21 comprising the step of mechanically coupling rotation of 
the cutter to rotation of the piercing element. 

26. (New) The method of Claim 25 comprising the step of decoupling rotation of the cutter 
from rotation of the piercing element 

27. (New) The method of Claim 21 comprising the steps of: 

mechanically coupling rotation of the cutter to rotation of the piercing element during one 
portion of travel of the cutter; and 

decoupling rotation of the cutter from rotation of the piercing element during another portion 
of travel of the cutter. 
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